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Professional Teaching Standards


for

World Languages (K-12)
World Language teachers formally study learner diversity, cognitive styles, affective dimensions of learning, and levels of intellectual development.  They develop courses and materials that are responsive to all learners and provide instruction that is coordinated with the total school curriculum.  They offer individual assistance and other forms of active support for learning and, in cooperation with colleagues, strive to provide an articulated curriculum of sequential study. 

	
Professional Knowledge


Demonstrates a command of the subject matter and a knowledge of current methods in World Language instruction.

This is demonstrated by:


having a command of the target language that allows the teacher to conduct his or her classes in the target language with ease and confidence, regardless of instructional level.


having the knowledge, awareness, sensitivity, involvement, and ability to analyze both the local culture and the cultures of the target language.


demonstrating a familiarity with the national standards for World Languages.


selecting and using appropriate instructional strategies and materials to enhance language instruction to foster insights into language as a system of communication.


developing instructional practices to reach school-based language standards.


engaging learners in activities that foster critical, and creative thinking at appropriate language level.

Assesses individual student’s capacity to read, write, speak, and listen in the target language, and uses this knowledge to select and develop appropriate, challenging curricular materials. 

This is demonstrated by:


developing insights, both formally and informally, through acquiring data from student performance in oral communication, small group interaction, student writing and classroom performances, and using this information to guide teaching.

Demonstrates familiarity with a variety of curricular resources intended to enrich and extend the scope of student’s engagement with World Languages.
This is demonstrated by:


judging and selecting resources based on some or all of the following criteria: quality, relevance, developmental appropriateness, level of difficulty, diversity of learners, and student interest.


including resources from a variety of cultures, peoples and media in English or the target language, as appropriate.


providing a variety of stimuli for listening, speaking, reading, and writing experiences, both formal and informal.

Develops reading skills.
This is demonstrated by:


facilitating the comprehension, interpretation and appreciation of a variety of reading materials.


incorporating authentic materials in reading instruction.

Cultivates accurate writers of the target language.
This is demonstrated by:


providing a variety of writing practices, both patterned and creative, in which vocabulary and grammatical structures can be used in meaningful context for self-expression.


providing oral and/or written feedback to guide students toward accuracy.

Models and facilitates effective speaking and listening skills.
This is demonstrated by:


creating a supportive classroom environment in which all students can and will risk participation in classroom practices.


providing guidelines for students to organize ideas and present them orally.


providing oral and/or written guidance designed to help students improve oral communication skills in both formal and informal situations. 


establishing and practicing procedures for effective listening behaviors.

	
Learning  Environment


Creates a classroom environment that addresses the needs and the goals of the learner.
This is demonstrated by:


fostering an attitude in students that encourages persistence and continued application of acquired elements of the target language.


developing and using materials/lessons that reflect different learning styles and varying skill levels.


establishing high expectations for oral and written communications which are demonstrated by a variety of assessment tools.


valuing diversity of students, especially with respect to their cultural background and ethnic heritage by including curricular materials which encourage students to examine philosophical values of various cultures.


encouraging students to consider how the target language relates to all areas of their lives and future careers.


facilitating learning by recognizing and responding to the learner’s varied needs and backgrounds in creating a positive classroom climate that promotes equity and respect.

	
Assessment/Reflective Practices


Develops and uses assessment tools to monitor student achievement and to direct instruction.
This is demonstrated by:


employing a broad range of assessment strategies which may include scoring guides, peer review, self-assessment, journals, oral and written examinations to assess and provide feedback about the quality of student reading, writing and aural/oral communication.


using assessment to guide teaching.


incorporating observations of teaching and interactions with colleagues to reflect on and improve teaching practices.

	
Family and Community Involvement


Fosters construction relationships with families and the surrounding community.
This is demonstrated by:


maintaining open lines of communication with parents.


playing an active role in the school.


using the community at large in the classroom if and when possible.


promoting extracurricular events that enhance the study of World Languages, such as student exchange, clubs, and celebrations.

	
Professional Commitment and Involvement


Fosters constructive relationships with colleagues, administrators, and the professional community.
This is demonstrated by:


sharing materials and professional expertise with department colleagues.  


collaborating within the school or district with colleagues in other disciplines to create interdisciplinary projects.


using student data, observations about learning, and interactions with colleagues for reporting student achievement and learning opportunities to students, teachers, parents, policy makers, and the general public. 


participating in decisions concerning the allocation of time, resources, and strategies related to the World Languages program.


enhancing language competence by taking courses, and/or participating in the target language community through a variety of means.


keeping abreast of developments in the target language world through the media and/or representatives of the culture.
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